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I would like to offer my appreciation to Denette Dunn General Manager of Hudson Baylor West for assistance in the implementation of a full comingle recycling program for Phoenix Union High School District. She was instrumental in the design and implementation of all aspects of a full recycle program that was not uniformly organized. Denette orchestrated the donation from Alcoa and the National Recycling Coalition of 2400 recycle totes for our classrooms.

In the past PUHSD was recycling to some extent with paper being the prevalent recyclable due to weight. With the partnership of The Arizona Recycling Coalition and Denette Dunn Vice President of  AzRC we were able to procure the donation of totes and begin a full comingle recycle program using our own resources along with counsel and advice from Denette. These other resources include using old waste bins and retrofitting as necessary to accommodate all forms of recyclables that when full from student participation are collected by our own staff and delivered to the Hudson Baylor material recovery facility. Denette was able to facilitate a single stream recycling management program. All PUHSD campuses have a club or class that oversees the collection of the recyclables that are put into the donated totes and subsequently delivered to the large retrofitted receptacle. We have participation from all levels and have collected in a short eight months over 32 tons of material that will not end up in the landfill.


Tony Scarfo
Quality Assurance and Sustainability Specialist
Phoenix Union High School District
602-686-2404
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